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Ihere was once a horrific w 
that made full use of the 
Demon Pact on a continent. 
And it is —now. 


50 WHEN 
I GO TO 
BATTLE, 

X WANT 
NONE OTHER 
THAN THIS 
BLARE 
IN MY 
HANRS. 












VoCume 1 

J&rt 6y 
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DEMON/P^CT 


v | —The act of giving human*flesh\toW- 'S 

\ an incorporeal spirit, transforming^ 

\\ it into a corporeal, demon?-^^ 

\\ I- 

\ V Through the chanting of “death phrases,”^ 
<V\the humairsuppjicant summons^afspirit,r 
and' then* offers It^a (part 7 ofthis dr^hei^ /* 
bwh fleshltpjseal^he] pact,^changing the 
N ^^C~ ^A gpiritJnto a*deinon?®iV fm 

, , X Forty-four^years a^fdurin^the^great^// 
: Valbanin,^r^Dei^h*Pacts.were!widely^_ 

\ / use^oM^eak-Hayoc^n^ vast'scalel ■ Jj4 
V^rAtTthe^nd;of"the-war^Demon PactVwere^V 
' 1 ^ fo^iddeh^fand'tl^ / ^t3T 

-y / ; Vcontineri tj ente^ed^ anta ge^of peace. 










































































































































































































YOU HAVE 
MAPE 
"PEMON 

pacts;' 

THEN. 


A PITIFUL. 
"VETERAN" OF 
THE WAR. UNABLE 
TO HOLD A JOB 
OR EVEN ADJUST 
TO NORMAL LIFE, 
YOU'VE LOST 
SIOHT OF ANY 
REASON TO LIVE 
AND HAVE OIVEN 


I SEE 
YOU ARE 
MISSINO 
FINDERS 
ON YOUR 
HAND. 


IN TO DESPAIR. MH 

AM X CORRECT? 



k JH 


[I URK,,, 



































THANK 
YOU FOR 
HELPING 
ME-- 


THAT PULL 
GLEAM 
OPEN IS 
LEFTEyE... 

is rr 

GLASS? 


My... 

My wees 

COLLAPSE? 
ON ME! 








































































Wi'HAvem 

Wto:g£txi 

vzepLAce* 

WMeNTM 


WtHAVEANA 

fexpevmoNl 

\TOMOPi?Om 


HOW CAN'm 
THIS BE? 1 
IT WAS ONLY' 

me sword i 

THAT \m 






































YEP/ 

WE RUN A 
LITTLE SMITHS 
MAKING AW 
REPAIRING 
EVERY VAY 
ITEMS OK THE 
BV&B O? THE 
SEVENTH 
DISTRICT. 


IT'S 

CALLZV 

ATBUBR 

LIZA! 


1 rum 
\8Mg& 
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Tucked away in a corner of the 
continent, one of the independent 
Trade Cities, “Housman.” 



























































































































































































































































!'■ DURING THE 
L WAR DECADES 
AGO, THE GREAT 
MAN CALLED 
^'HOUSMAN" 
IpBUIDT.THE 

■[beginnings 

■kOF'WHAT 
■WOULD BE THE 
■ INDEPENDENT 

■trade crry of 

■LTH ATrfSAME 

gsassNAME. 


HOUSMAN^sH 
RIGHT-HAND 
MAN~^^ 
AND PERSONAL 
FRIEN D--Ili 
WAS— 
CAMPBBl&m 

my p > 
GRANDFATHER. 


GRIEVED AT 
THE TERRIBLE 
STATE OF THE 
CONTINENT, 

HE GAVE UP 
HIS RANK AG 
A NOBLE, AND 
..DEVOTED HIS.LIFE 
CV&ir TO ’SECURING .fr 
»V^'"-THE CITY'S 
ill INDEPENDENCE, 
\i;?AND ; SEEING IT | 
►A' FLOURISH." ?„) 


PUT 

TODAY, 

I GOTA 
HARSH 
LESSON. 


ISINCE THEN, THE 
"CAMPBELLS HAVE 
P ALWAYS)BEEN 
MEMBERS OF THE 
f KNIGHT* GUARD, 
iDEDICATING # THEIR 
■LIVES VTOiTH E 

■protection 

^fORiTHEfCIT/. 























X NEER A 
"HEART" 
THAT 
CANNOT 
BREAK. 


I NEEP A 
BLAPE THAT 
CAN PROTECT 
THE CITY, A 
BLAPE THAT 
CAN UPHOLP 
MY HONOR. I 
NEEP A BLAPE 
THAT WILL BE 
MY PARTNER, 
MY OTHER 
HALF. 


ANV I WANT 
you, LUKE 
AINSWORTH, 
TO BE THE 
ONE TO 
FOROE 
THAT BLARE 
FOR ME/ 


OR IS 
THERE 
MORE TO 
THIS 

SERMON? 
































































































































































































THE NEXT 
MORNING... 



THIRP 

DISTRICT 

KNI0HT 

CORPS, 

MOMS 

OUT! 


STOP 

SLOUCH-. 

INS! 
HAVE A 
LITTLE 
MORE 
DION IT// 



























































































































































































































































































































































































YA&W! 


m-iTHAT 

WgUMOR! 

1 THB ONB 
WHICH SAIP 

Whbyhai\ 

WTAMBP AN' 
WNHUMAN\A 
MBBAST..% 


com 

BACK 

HERE, 

YOU 

SCUM/! 


AFTER 
HIM/ 
PON'T 
LET HIM 
ESCAPE// 




















































































































































































































































































LUKB 

A/NSW0J2TH... 























































KATANAS 
ARE MAPS By 
ONLY A FEW 
BLACKSMITHS, 
THOSE WHO 
HAVE FOUNP 
AN OLP, 
OLP WAy OF 
FOROINO 
BLAPES. 


ITS CALLEP 
"FOLPEP 
STEEL." 
BLACKSMITHS 
WORK FOR 
HOURS, 
PILIOENUy 
FOLPINO ANP 
TEMPERING 
THE METAL 
REPEATEPL/. 


THE 

RESULTING 
BLAPE 16 
CALLEP A 
"KATANA." 


SWORPS 
MASS-PROPUCEP 
FROM MOLPS 
PON'T EVEN 
COME CLOSE TO 
IT, IN TERMS OF 
STURPINESS ANP 
SHARPNESS. 


HIS STYLE 
OF "VICTOR/ 
THROUGH 
INITIATIVE"... 
IS THAT A 
RESULT OF 


LUKE 
SHOULP 
BE ABLE 
TO CLEAN 
UP ALL 
THIS By 
HIMSELF 
JUST 
FINE... 



















ARt YOU 
SURE 
YOU'RE 
OKAY 
WITH 
WAT? 














WANT 
YOU TO 

see 

Mer 


WANT 

YOU 
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CAN VO 


XT WILL 
BEALL 
RIGHT. 


X 

CAN 

VO 

THIS 

// 
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The Valbanill 


Valbanill 


the survivor 
of that grea 


:r conflict 


stemsifroml 

koneTsingle 

poSn 

^Pacts^li 


Their u se^f /jlj 
meant that'menWJ 
did not figKtf^* 
other nieriW '? 
instead, tKe^J / 
jfought demons ^v -y 
Hind hell- beasts T^ 
■Thus it -was.^ 3 
■namedwTKe r J, 
[Walbanillfer.”rJ| 
















But these 
demons 
were not 
summoned 
from the 
depths 
of hell. 
They were 
made 

through the 
sacrifice of 
human 
flesh. 



-Kingdoms 
desperate for 

power of demons':*, 

By the'end of the ' 
^ war, even raw 

,( recruits and 4-’ - 


f ’V into making I 
jgttm^Demon Pacts. 

V J' ’ 


; Hellish b attles g 
raged (between y 
'44 nightmare j 'M 
4beasts, no one .4, 
* knowing which 
4kingdom4heir - 
• opponent . 
fought for. J 
Whole villages' 
and towns 
were laid-\ 


Pacts 






















































































































































































































OPZbJ 

YOUR 

zyzs 

TO 

RZAUTY 

a 









































































































no, trs 

PIFFERENT. 
\YE GOPS, 
*+WHAT 
IS THAT 
THING? 


IT> HAS THE 
SHAPE OF 
A BEAST, ^ 
'BUT THERE'S 
s NO LIVING^ 
WWARMTH<TOm 

>/T ( ATAUIM 



















































































































































































































































































THIS IS 
WHO I, 
CECILY 
CAMPBELL, 
PEALLY 
AM!! 


UCHIOO- 

MORI 

STONE. 


FINAL 

POLISH: 

JIZUVA 

STONE. 


HAPORI 
FINISH. *> 
MIRROR / 
ROUSH. /( 
TIP l 
POLISH. 
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(Part_3) 
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HE SAW H£ 
HAP GIVEN UP 
THE APT OF 
FORGING 


BALL OF 
FLAME, 
ANP THE 
KATANA 
HEPREW 
FROM IT. 


BUT HE WIEUPS 
ONE WELL. 
VERY WELL. 


ANP ALL I 
NEEP FROM 
HIM IS 
JUST ONE 
THING 
ALONE! 


WILL you 
FOR£F A 
31AVZ 
FOR m? 


NO... 

HE IS A 
MYSTERY, 
BUT I 
MUSTN'T 
PRY. 
THAT 

WOULD BE 
BOORISH. 































































AS IT IS 
FOR 

BVBRYONB'S 

SAKB... 


PLZA5& 

MAKE 

TH£ 

0R64T£ST 
SWORP 
IN TH£ 
WORLP// 



















NOTHING 


I JUST... 
HEAR? 
SOMETHING 
SIMILAR PROM 
SOMEONE ELSE, 
A LONO 
TIME A&O. 


ITS 

NOTHINO... 

POROET 























































































































YOU WANTED 
TO SPEAK 
WITH ME, 
COMMANDER? 


yEs. 

WELL DONE 
ON YOUR 
EXPEDITION 
THE OTHER 


I HAVE 
BAD NEWS 
ABOUT THE 
BANDITS 
you HAD 
CAPTURED. 


-THIRP PISTRICT KNI6HT. 
j &UA&V CAPTAIN 
^HANNIBAL QUASAP= 


HB IS A 
PBMON! 


/ 


















































AUCTION 

C00VS...7 


AK/TU\N& IN 
PARTICULAR? 


mm 

v mm 

31AV& 

AR\Ai 


Tbjmcontimied.. 
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It never bends, it never breaks, and it’s extremely sharp! 


Unlike the straight swords that knights like Cecily use, Luke’s katana has a 
distinctive curve. It may have broken during his fight with the demon in 
Chapter 2, but a knight with a normal sword wouldn’t have been able to fight 
at all! A katana is a very powerful blade, strong enough to even cut into axes, 
like in Chapter 1. But what makes it that strong? 



Sharp-eyed readers will have noticed that Luke’s katana is modeled on the 
real-world Japanese katana. Unlike most swords, Japanese katana are made 
of two different types of steel, giving it the toughness to stay sharp, and the 
resilience to avoid breaking. But that’s not much of an explanation. What 
exactly goes into making a Japanese katana? 


Even Miss Cecily 
wanted a sword like 
Luke’s. But how do 
people make blades 
that are so incredible? 
Turn to the next page, 
where I explain all 
about how they’re 
made! -h 


Why is Luke’s sword so amazing' 




















Next, the pieces of 
jewel steel are 
covered in clay, 
stacked in a pile, and 
heated in the furnace. 

When the clay melts 
off, they’re pulled out 
as one single lump. 
The blacksmith will 
then hammer the 
lump into a block 
about 6 x 9cm in size. 


Building the 
Skin Steel 

The result of the folding 
process is a hard steel known 
as “skin steel.” Katanas are 
made from this steel, and the 
softer steel that the skin steel 
wraps around is called “core 
steel.” Both types of steel are 
made at the same time. 


Not all jewel 
steel blooms 
have the 
same amount 
of carbon in 
them, so 
putting lots of 
different ones 
together 
makes the 
katana 
sven more 



Katanas are made 
from a special 
metal called “jewel 
steel.” But jewel 
steel comes in 
awkward, lumpy 
“blooms,” so they 
need to be melded 
together (smelting), 
and then cut into 
easy-to-use pieces 
(separation). 


■I 

(/></) 

(D 3 
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Now that we have the mate- „ 
rials, it’s time to forge the 3 
blade! The jewel steel block ^ 
is heated in the furnace and o 
then drawn into a long bar. a 
The bar is folded back on 5 ‘ 
itself, reheated, and drawn ® 
out into a long bar again. 

This is repeated about 15 
times. Man, does it take a 
lot of strength! This process 
evens out the carbon 
content and pounds any 
impurities out of the steel. 


Building the Core Steel 

Core steel is a softer metal made from iron mixed 
SKIN with a little jewel steel. They are heated and folded 
STBBi together in a process just like that for skin steel. 

Blade Construction 

Once both steels are ready, it’s time to wrap the hard, carbon-rich 
skin steel around the soft, carbon-poor core steel. This is the first 
major difference between the katana and other swords. It’s this 
process that gives the katana the hardness that keeps it from 
bending, and the flexibility that prevents it from breaking. 


It doesn’t 
break! 

It doesn’t i 
bend! I 
It’s super 
sharp! 




Are just a 


few words 
not enough? 
Here’s a 
detailed 
explanation 
of the 
forging 
process! 

☆ 

A 











































The weight 


how long 


be. so 


to just 


the right 


length! 


Now that the two 
types of steel are 
put together, the 
result is heated and 
carefully drawn out 
into a “blank,” the 
basic shape of the 
sword. Blacksmiths 
keep the final shape 
they want the blade 
to be firmly in mind 
during this step. 


The surface of the „ 
blade is cleaned / 
with a very rough 
type of whetstone, o 
called an “arato.” £ 
A big plane that a - 
can hone even pig tj 

steel, the arato will 5 

grind down all the 
little dips and 
bumps until the 
blade is perfectly 
smooth! 


Once the blank is made and the tip is cut, 
the general shape of the blade is finished. 
Next, on to some refinements! The blade 
is once again heated in the forge, and the 
edge is made. A rasp is used to even out 
the thickness. Next up, refining the blade’s 
| g i D65 | distinctive 
TF=MPB?f=t> curve 
and the 
hamon 
temper 
line. 





raw 
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Once the blank 
is finished, the 
blacksmith goes 
chop-chop, and 
cuts the end off 
on the diagonal. 
The tip is then 
heated in the 
forge and shaped 
from the edge 
back to the ridge 
; into its distinct 
curve. 


5 I 

O 



Heat-resistant clay is 
mixed with charcoal 8 
powder and polishing 
stone powder to make O 

“blade clay.” This deter- “ 

mines the pattern of the q 

blade’s “hamon” or o 

temper line, so the Si 

blade clay is applied 
very carefully in waves. 

The part of the blade 
that needs the most 
heat only gets a thin 
coat. The rest of the 
blade is coated thickly. 


There are many 
more steps after this, 
including straightening 
the blade, setting the 
edge, polishing, and 
many other important 
things. Once all of 
those are done, the 
Japanese katana is 
finally complete! 


Once the blade clay has 
dried on the blade, it is 
heated in the furnace to 
about 8,000 degrees! The 
blacksmith will then pull it 
out at the right moment, 
and quench it in a barrel of 
water. That’s what makes 
the blade curve! Black¬ 
smiths know the exact 
moment to pull the blade 
out by its color, but 
out what that 


Depending on how 
the blacksmith puts 
on the blade clay, 
the curve of the 
blade will change. 
The thinly-covered 
edge will get really 
hard, and the 
thickly-covered 
ridge will become 
much more supple! 

When cooled, it 
gives the katana its 
distinctive curve. 


The main storyline 
mentions the names of 
many of these stages, but 
now you have a better idea 
of what they really involve! 
This isn’t the end, though. 
There’s lots and lots more 
steps to go! So next time, 
we’ll talk about the 
“polishing” stages that 
finish the blade. Hope 
you’re looking forward to 
it as much as I am! 





















“Whoa, this is more fun than the original novels!” 

That was the first thing that popped into my 
head when I read the first chapter of the manga. 
“Oh crap,” I remember thinking. “I could be in 
trouble here.” 

I never dreamed the manga would be able to 
expand the world so much, or bring it to such 
vibrant life. I await each new chapter with both 
trepidation and breathless anticipation. 

Yamada - sensei, thank you. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you. I look forward to more of your awesome 
and awe-inspiring work. Luna-san and I won’t let 
ourselves fall short of your standard! 


-Novel Author 
Isao Miura 














A Lazy 
Afterword 

f \ 

Tetris Master 
YAMADA-SAN 


Baseball Fan 
NAKAMURA-SAN 




I UIKE TO THINK 
STORIES LIKE 
THIS ARE ALL 
ABOUT HOW 
yOU PRESENT 
ANP CONSTRUCT 
EACH SCENE, 
PANEL By PANEL. 
(A SENSE OF 
STRUCTURE AND 
SPACE, HONED BY 

years of rems.o 


j-bloct 

y) s ^ 




7/X 

mou &h 

OF THAT 
SILLY 
PRAWINO 
CRAP/ 

IZVS 
„ ' 1 i FLAY 

’ Vbas^ 



FINDING A 
OROOVE IS COOP, 
BUT X DON'T 
WANT TO OET 
STUCK IN A RUT 
AND JUST CHURN 
OUT COOKIE- 
CUTTER SCENES. 

I WANT EACH 
PANEL I DRAW TO 
BE ONE THAT... 




AT FIRST, 

X TRIED A DESION 
THAT WAS VERY 
CLOSE TO 
LUNA-SENSEI'S. 





































IHSARQ 
THIS 
■V iWASA 
‘.-./SMITHY. 




ipsar^i 

*Pt%CS/AN.^Jm 


WHAT 

WOULD 

you 

LIKE? 


I TAKE 
ORDERS 
FOR 

EVERyDAY 

ITEMS 

ONLY. 





























r ratheti- % 

CALLy WEAK. 

NOT JUST ® 
IN BOP/, 1J 
BUT IN M/ §r 
HEART AND 
. SOUL AS #T 
k WELL. 


I KNOW 
NOW THAT 
I AM 
WEAK. 


WANT 


SO I 
WANT 
ONE. 


I NEEP A 
''HEART' 
THAT 
CANNOT 
BREAK. 


^ WANT 

- you 

s TO 

% see 
m me/ 





































JIZU/A 

STONE. 


NUOUI. 

HAVORI 

FINISH. 


MIRROR 

POLISH. 

TIP 

POLISH. 


MOUNT 

HILT 













ackmm 
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Like her father and grandfather before her, Cecily Campbell has 
entered the noble ranks of the Knight Guard, sworn to protect the 
Independent Trade City of Housman. Now the time has come for 
Cecily to prove herself in battle. A veteran of the great Valbanill War 
goes berserk in the marketplace. Cecily confronts him with the 
prized sword she inherited from her father—and it shatters to pieces! 

All seems lost, when a lone figure swoops to the rescue, an expert 
swordsman with a sword unlike any Cecily has ever seen. His 
name is Luke Ainsworth, a blacksmith of much renown, who will 
forge a new sword for Cecily and join her down a path of magical 
adventure beyond her wildest dreams. 














